
 

Economics PhD Program 

One Program—Four Departments 

The ANU is the leading research university in Australia and it has a strong world-wide reputation 

for its research excellence. We are keen to recruit highly motivated and well-qualified students in 

economics. The ANU has seventy research economists spread across four departments, each 

with a different focus. These groups participate in a common PhD program that combines 

rigorous coursework training with a wide variety of options for research and supervision.  

 

Further details and a guide for applicants can be found at: 

http://cbe.anu.edu.au/Schools/EcoPHD/  

 

How it works 

 

The program of full-time study normally occupies a period of three years, comprising two 

parts. 

 

Part A normally consists of two consecutive semesters of coursework designed to improve 

the formal training necessary for the writing of a thesis and to equip candidates with the 

skills to undertake research and to master the journal literature.  

 

Part B consists of research and participation in seminars and/or workshops and submission 

of a thesis; Part B normally continues for between 24 and 36 months. At the research stage 

students are located within one of the four departments, working closely with research 

specialists in the student’s chosen field.   

 

The four different departments are: 

 Economics Program, Research School of Social Sciences 

 School of Economics, College of Business and Economics 

 Department of Economics, Research School of Pacific and Asia Studies 

 Economics Group, Crawford School of Public Policy 

 

 

 

http://cbe.anu.edu.au/Schools/EcoPHD/


Economics Program, RSSS 

Economics is one of four program areas in the Research School of Social Sciences (RSSS). 

RSSS is purely devoted to research and PhD study and it boasts some of the leading edge 

researchers. The Economics Program has particular strength in applied microeconomics, 

micro-econometrics, labour economics, public economics, applied policy analysis and 

economic history. For further details, see faculty research interests below or at: 

http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/ 

Besides the resident economists the Program hosts a series of international visitors, mainly 

from North America and Europe. Recent visitors to the Program have included Bobbi 

Wolfe (Wisconsin), Bob Haveman (Wisconsin), Jeff Williamson (Harvard), Patricia Apps 

(Sydney), Christian Dustmann (UC London), Gillian Hamilton (Toronto), Michael Baker 

(Toronto), Rob Fairlie (UC Santa Cruz), and Dan Hammermesh (Texas). 

The Program is an inclusive community which involves PhD students in its daily life and 

work. PhD students join in the twice-weekly seminars (one of which is chaired by a student) 

as well as in the conferences and workshops that the program runs (joint with UWA) 

including an annual conference exclusively for PhD students at ANU, UWA and elsewhere. 

Students also join in many of the social events that the Program runs.  

New PhD students are allocated a desk, usually in a shared room, and a computer when 

they arrive at the Program. PC and Mac users are catered for, and good IT support is 

available. All students have access to the 'essential' facilities of the Economics Program 

(telephone, photocopying, e-mail, laser printers, software, stationery, newspapers) and to a 

range of Australian and international databases. These include the Australian Census, 

Household Expenditure Survey, Income and Housing Survey, Australian Longitudinal 

Survey, OECD Main Economic Indicators, US Current Population Survey, US National 

Longitudinal Survey, UK General Household Survey. Students, of course, also have access 

to the wider facilities of ANU. 

Being located close to the heart of government the Program maintains close contact with 

key economics ministries. Associated with the Program is the Social Policy Evaluation, 

Analysis, and Research Centre (SPEAR) which is a joint initiative with Department of 

Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaCSIA). The Centre's work 

focuses on projects related to social policy evaluation, with the aim of ensuring that 

Australia derives maximum benefit from the latest international developments.  

For further details or enquiries about the Economics Program in RSSS, please contact Tim 

Hatton: tim.hatton@anu.edu.au.  

http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/
mailto:tim.hatton@anu.edu.au


Economics Program, Research School of Social Sciences 

Name & Contact Area of Research 

Emma Aisbett 
Phone : +61-2-6125-4351  

        or +61-2-6125-3860  
Fax : +61-2-6125-0182 

Email : emma.aisbett@anu.edu.au 

Environmental economics and policy;  international 
economics; applied Econometrics; and Development 

Economics 

Alison Booth 
Phone: 61 2 6125 3285 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 

Email: alison.booth@anu.edu.au 

Labour economics and behavioural economics. Active 
research areas include: the economics of training and 

education; personnel economics; the economics of the 

household; trade unions; gender-related issues; 
monopsonistic competition. 

Geoffrey Brennan 

Phone: 61 2 6125 3411 
Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  

Email: 
geoffrey.brennan@anu.edu.au 

Rational Actor Political Theory, Economics and 

Philosophy, Public Economics. 

Robert Breunig 

Phone: 61 2 6125 2148 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  
Email: robert.breunig@anu.edu.au 

Micro-econometric theory, in particular non-

parametrics and complex surveys; inter-generational 

transmission of dependence on income support in 
Australia; Intra-household economic behavior; 

regulatory consistency in Australia; firm-level 
productivity analysis.  

Deborah Cobb-Clark 

Phone: 61 2 6125 3267 
Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  

Email: 
deborah.cobb-clark@anu.edu.au 

Applied microeconomics, labour economics and 

program evaluation. Active research areas include 
international migration, retirement behaviour, wealth 

accumulation and savings behaviour, sexual and racial 
harassment, the living arrangements of young people, 

and the economics of the household more generally.   

Richard Cornes 

Phone: 61 2 6125 4605 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  
Email: richard.cornes@anu.edu.au  

Economic theory; public good theory; new techniques 

for analysing non-cooperative game theoretic models, 
and different economic applications of these methods.   

Jia-Zhuang (Elliot) Fan 

Phone: 61 2 61253292 
Email: elliot.fan@anu.edu.au 
 

Environmental and Resource Economics, Economics of 

Climate Change, Forecasting, Applied Econometrics, 
Corporate Social Responsibility, Behavioral Economics  

Tue Gørgens 
Phone: 61 2 6125 3369 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  
Email: tue.gorgens@anu.edu.au 

Theoretical and applied econometrics: duration and 
event history analysis, semi- and nonparametric 

methods, dynamic panel data models, missing data 
and bounds analysis, discrete response models, 

censored data. 

R.G. (Bob) Gregory 
Phone: 61 2 6125 2192 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 

Labour Economics and Income Inequalities 

http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/aisbett/contact_ea.htm
mailto:emma.aisbett@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/abooth/contact_ab.htm
mailto:alison.booth@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/brennan/contact_gb.htm
mailto:geoffrey.brennan@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/breunig/contact_bb.htm
mailto:robert.breunig@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/cobb-clark/contact_dcc.htm
mailto:deborah.cobb-clark@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/cornes/contact_rc.htm
mailto:richard.cornes@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/fan/contact_ef.htm
mailto:elliot.fan@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/gorgens/contact_tg.htm
mailto:tue.gorgens@anu.edu.au
http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/Staff/gregory/contact_bg.htm


Email: bob.gregory@anu.edu.au 

Tim Hatton 

Phone: 61 2 612 53230  
Fax: 61 2 612 55124  

Email: tim.hatton@anu.edu.au 

Migration and globalisation in history; modelling 

international migration; asylum and immigration 
policy; demographic trends, health and heights 1850-

1950; UK economic history, especially household 
structure, poverty and labour markets. 

Tao (Sherry) Kong 

Phone: 61 2 6125 1011 
Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 

Email: tao.kong@anu.edu.au 

Economics for Development; Economic Growth and 

Institutions; Migration; Poverty; Political Economy; 
Asian-Pacific Economies.  

 

Andrew Leigh 

Phone: 61 2 6125 1374 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 
Email: andrew.leigh_at_anu.edu.au 

The economics of education, including school 

productivity, teacher quality, and returns to 

education. Trends in inequality, and their causes and 
consequences. Political economy, including the effect 

of the economy on election outcomes, prediction 
markets, and rational voting models. 

Identification of causal effects through natural 
experiments and field experiments. 

 Xin Meng 

Phone: 61 2 6125 3102 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 

Email: xin.meng@anu.edu.au 

Labour market, income distribution, saving behaviour, 

and poverty in China and other Asian countries. 
Migration and immigration. Demographic change and 

its impact on pension reform in China. 

Chris Ryan 

Phone: 61 2 6125 3881 
Fax: 61 2 6125 0182 

Email: chris.ryan@anu.edu.au 

Education and labour economics 

Graeme Snooks 
Phone: 61 2 6125 2449 

Fax: 61 2 6125 3307 
Email: graeme.snooks@anu.edu.au 

Global dynamic systems - theory and history 

Ralf Steinhauser 
Phone : +61-2-6125-4667 

Fax : +61-2-6125-0182 
Email : 

ralf.steinhauser@anu.edu.au 

Environmental and Resource Economics, Economics of 
Climate Change; Forecasting; Applied Econometrics; 

Corporate Social Responsibility; Behavioral Economics  
 

Yuji Tamura 
Telephone: 61 2 6125 0183 

Fax: 61 2 6125 0182  
Email: yuji.tamura@anu.edu.au 

Public economics; international labour migration; 
immigration policy issues.  

Chikako Yamauchi 
Phone: 61 2 6125 2355 

Email: 
chikako.yamauchi@anu.edu.au 

Applied macroeconomics; labour economics; 
development economics 
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